Open a Portal, Mr. Spock

Portals have been around, in FileMaker™, for as long as I can remember and they are an ubiquitous part of the program. (Just in case
you don't know what a portal is, an easy way of explaining is to imagine that you are outside of a house, looking in a window through a
gap in the curtain. The part of the room that you can see is the portal in FileMaker™; the rest of the room is hidden from view and, to see
it, you have to go into the room itself; in other words, the portal is a quick snapshot of the information from a related table).
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But, for my purposes, filtered portals come into their own when you are entering some criteria into a field and using that criteria to display
matching records.

So let's take a look at an example:
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but what if I just wanted to type uid? Would it find the same records?
Yes, it would. In fact, it will find any occurrence of that string, using the
patterncount function, which makes this technique incredibly versatile for searching
purposes.
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So, how does it all work? Let's look at the portal filter
criteria first:

The field in which we type the value we want to filter
on is called FilterProduct and the name of the
relationship is Products_SJ4Cat so this will display any
records where what is typed in the filter field is
included in the PDTName field in our related table.
Very simple but there is a little bit of magic necessary
for it all to work.  Firstly we have to set a script
trigger on the filter field:

Each portal record will be visible when:

Let ([
filterField = Products::FilterProduct
I3

( PatternCount ( Products_S)4Cat::PDTName;filterfield ) > 0) and not IsEmpty
( filterField )

or
IsEmpty ( filterField )

And the script that this runs is this:

FeYeYs) Set Script Triggers

Specify a script to be run for an event
Event Script
["] OnObjectEnter
|_| OnObjectkeystroke m

|_| OnObjectvalidate r |
[} OnObjectSave v

Script Trigger Properties

Event: OnObjectModify
The script will be run after the selected object is modified when
active.

Script: (" Select... ) “Portal Filter”

Enable in: ™ Browse I Find

So this is all very simple and straightforward and, in
this example, works extremely well as I know that I've
only ever got a small subset of records that will be
displayed and it will make little or no difference to the
overhead. But what if I want to use a filtered portal
with thousands of records which is going to cause a
performance hit, especially over a network?

Again, the solution is very simple and that is to modify

Edit Script "Portal Filter" (ICRM)

Script Name: Portal Filter

&
de===============s=S=S=SS==SS=SSS=SSS=S=SS===S====
# Purpose: General routine for using Filtered portals

# Parameters: none

# Called From: (trigger) OnObjectModify

# Author: Matt Petrowsky

# Notes: none

i

Freeze Window

Set Variable [Sobject; Value:Cet ( ActiveLayoutObjectName )]
Commit Records/Requests []

Co to Object [Object Name: Sobject]

Exit Script [Result: False]
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the portal filter criteria so the default state is to show no records and records only appear as something is typed in the filter field.

Each portal record will be visible when:

(All T've done is comment out the part about leaving the
filter field empty so when nothing has been typed in the

Let ([
filterField = Products::FilterName

I

( PatternCount ( Filter_Products::PDTName;filterfield ) > 0) /*and not IsEmpty

( filterField )

or
IsEmpty ( filterField )*/

Items to be Added Search Notes & Pictures

40-7205 Bracket Assy, Adjustable Guide Rall, 1/8" Alum., 2 x 2 x 4"
40-7206 Bracket Assy, Adjustable Guide Rall, 1/8" Alum., 2 x 3 x 5"
SA-900010 Bracket Assy, Ute Discharge, LH x .90

SA-900009 Bracket Assy, Lite Discharge, RH x .50

30-0031 Bracket Set, 1" Fiap Stop Extension, (2ea.)

30-0032 Bracket Set, 2" Fiap Stop Extension, (2ea.)

30-0033 Bracket Set, 3" Fiap Stop Extension, (2ea.)

30-7532 Bracket, 10" Leg Stand Assembly

40-7212 Bracket, Adjustable Guide Rall, 1/4" Alum.

40-7213 Bracket, Adjustable Guide Rall, 1/4" Alum.

40-7214 Bracket, Adjustable Guide Rall, 1/4" Alum.

40-7254 Bracket, Adjustable Guide Rall, 10" Dual Axis

40-7252 Bracket, Adjustable Guide Rall, 6" Dual Axis
40-7253 Bracket, Adjustable Guide Rall, 8" Dual Axis
30-7013

- ettt ettt —

filter field, no records show at all).

Items to be Added

Click here and start typing

And now we'll type brack in the filter field.

Clicking on any item will load that record and the record that has the green highlight, is telling
brack me that I am currently in that record.

While conventional wisdom might indicate that I should be displaying all of the records and
filtering down, it is, in my opinion, much more useful to show nothing and filter up; that way, I
don't have to waste any time scanning for something that may or may not be there.

In conclusion, filtered portals are an incredible tool that will really help your interface sizzle and
your users will love them.
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